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I am a first generation Haitian American artist. I’m an 
active member of the Black student Union. I help plan 
and organize events, my recent project with the Union 
is a collaborative art sale to raise money for the water 
crisis in Flint. My BFA 2 film is the story of a young girl 
from a immigrant family who uses her magic powers 
mother. Cartoon Network has taken a interest in my 
work so next year I will be taking the Screenwriting 
course to develop a pitch for a series based on my BFA 
2 film. I was inspired to create a film about a heroine 
of color because representation matters for preserving 
culture and inspiring the next generation of artists. 
Unless a people can represent themselves they will be 
misrepresented.

Tracey 
LaGuerre 
Illustration, junior, California Institute of the Arts

“I was inspired to create a film 
about a heroine of color because 
representation matters for preserving 
culture and inspiring the next 
generation of artists. Unless a people 
can represent themselves they will be 
misrepresented.”
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I am half Mexican and half Izcotepec American Indian 
decent. I come from a long line of activists and 
community organizers and it is my deepest desire 
to continue that legacy through using my talents 
as a designer and visual communicator to help my 
community with our unique challenges. This year I had 
the opportunity to work with Chrysalis, a non-profit 
that works with chronically unemployed people in Los 
Angeles. I was also able to work with a coalition of 
five non-profit organizations in Mexico to illustrate 
pamphlets aim at Cinco Palos, community recently 
suffering severe health problems. While both these 
experiences presented complex problems without 
clear, simple or immediate solutions, I was very happy 
to see that designers did have a role to play in the 
search for a solution.

Wereme 
Guerra 
Martinez
Illustration, senior, California Institute of the Arts

This is a narrative piece for a story I am creating about a Cheyenne 
girl whom got lost and separated from her tribe and with the help of 
a young Mezoamerican indian boy are traversing a enchanted forest 
to be reunited with her tribe. 

A personal piece illustrating a folklore I heard in my childhood about 
the witch doctors of Mexico.
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Many pieces of my artwork are directly related to the 
abuse I faced as a child, like the piece titled “Princess 
Dresses and Tad Poles.” I am still exploring process 
and material. When I got older I got the opportunity to 
help children and use my art in a positive way. My goal 
is to become an art teacher because I love working 
with kids. I love seeing them become passionate about 
art as I am. When I get my degree, I can also help 
any child who has been through what I have, showing 
them that there is hope.

Angel 
Grace
King
Fine art, junior, University of California, Los Angeles

“Princess Dresses and Tadpoles” wood, fabric, metal, foam, glass, 
thread, paint 3.00 X 4.50 X 4.00 F 2016

“Mollycoddle” Wood, screws, stuffing, and tea 5.50 X 6.00 X 4.00 
F 2015

“When I get my degree, I can also help 
any child who has been through what 
I have, showing them that there is 
hope.”
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I’m interested in the idea of truth, investigated from 
multiple angles. Through figurative painting, I explore 
physical representation—how individuals choose to 
represent themselves, and the role environment plays 
in their identities. Particularly for people of color, 
having authorship in how they are represented is 
important—as are the environments we choose to 
place ourselves in. My portraits are simultaneously 
an attempt to dismantle the myth of a monolithic 
black identity, yet also a desire to promote solidarity 
throughout the African diaspora. To date, I have 
painted friends of color from Africa, the Caribbean, 
and North and South America.

Tajh
Rust
Fine art, graduate student, Yale University

“I don’t see my visual work as separate 
from my teaching, because it is all 
rooted in this desire for the truth.”

Jonathan, 2016, Oil and Acrylic on Canvas, 72” x 48”

Dalaeja, 2016, Oil and Acrylic on Canvas, 47.5” x 71”
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My current work explores the systemic inequalities 
pertaining to overlooked populations with an emphasis 
on Chinese Americans. I am currently researching 
the histories of the first Chinese immigrant wave in 
the 19th century with a focus on the Los Angeles 
Chinese Massacre on 1871. While limited history 
records exist, I want to uncover experiences that went 
underappreciated and unrecognized for generations. 
I’m interested in the impact of stereotyping more 
specifically the model minority myth and how it 
homogenizes experiences and silences people who do 
not fit the mold of success.

Edwina
Dai
Fine art, graduate student, Yale University

“I want to uncover experiences 
that went underappreciated and 
unrecognized for generations.”

Post, 2016, 48” x 36”, gauze, zipper, steel wool and linseed oil on 
wood panel

Fathers, 2016, 60” x 48”, cotton, paint, gauze and glitter on canvas
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My work reflects an aesthetic strategy that addresses 
the idea of space and place in relation to the African 
American consciousness. In my painting I am mostly 
looking at plantations and how they were built by 
enslaved craftsman. I hope to continue my teaching 
career at the college level while simultaneously 
sustaining my art practice.

Justin 
Bryant
Fine art, graduate student, Louisiana State University
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I’m an illustrator and artist focusing on making pieces 
that accurately capture and express the intense 
pain and emotional turmoil that comes with clinical 
mental illness. The girls I draw represent struggle and 
confusion but they also epitomize strength. My work 
also expresses my rejection of all modern notions of 
romance. As someone who identifies with asexuality 
and aromanticism, I believe that they’re heavily 
stigmatized and misunderstood. I also draw only 
Women of Color (WOC) because it is vitally important 
to me to depict WOC with mental illness, WOC who 
are not driven by romantic or sexual desires, and just 
WOC as the focal piece because it’s important that 
people of color in contemporary illustration and art be 
normalized.

Panteha
Abareshi
Illustration, freshman, University of Southern California

“I also draw only Women of Color 
(WOC) because it is vitally important 
to me to depict WOC with mental 
illness, WOC who are not driven by 
romantic or sexual desires, and just 
WOC as the focal piece because it’s 
important that people of color in 
contemporary illustration and art be 
normalized.”

“Let Your Emotions Show” 2016 watercolor, pen, pencil, india ink, 
brush marker

“Fuel Yourself” 2017 watercolor, pen, pencil, india ink, Brush Marker
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Sometimes it’s hard to face and address the 
uncomfortable, in-between space of growing from 
adolescence into adulthood. Especially in regard 
to the budding sexuality of teenagers, it’s hard to 
broach the awkward parts of growing up that we’re 
too embarrassed to admit we’re in turmoil over. I 
use hallmark objects associated with youth (girlhood 
in particular)—stuffed toys, cute animals, glittery 
things, and brightly colored fabrics—to express 
how odd and uncomfortable sexuality and growing 
up can be through the use of materials that provide 
nearly universal comfort to people through shared 
association. I make this work to encourage my friends 
and peers to talk about how it feels to be young and 
confused; bright-eyed, but not quite naive. In an age 
where the young move so quickly from child to adult, 
there needs a catalyst to talk about our insecurities and 
become a little introspective of ourselves.

Kim  
Le
Fine art, freshman, Winthrop University

“In an age where the young move so 
quickly from child to adult, there needs 
a catalyst to talk about our insecurities 
and become a little introspective of 
ourselves.”

Changing Table 

Rabbitware
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As a young Muslim woman, I stand out for breaking 
cultural walls that are set by our society of what 
they think a Muslim girl can and cannot do. Muslim 
women do not have the power or the ability to speak 
their minds and determine their future never sat well 
with me. I yearn to make an impact using design as 
a vehicle to unite people and ideas toward the world 
in which harmony and peace can be sustainable with 
diversity. As an individual who believes in the power 
of education, I think it is important for me to learn 
beyond a bachelor degree. I created my thesis project 
“We Hate Hate,” that I developed during my senior 
year last fall at New York City College Of Technology, 
with the aim of promoting communication between 
people of different cultures and backgrounds, and the 
goal of increasing understanding and tolerance and 
breaking of stereotypes.

Amera-
Rime
Lulu
Graphic Design, graduate student, School of Visual Arts

“I yearn to make an impact using 
design as a vehicle to unite people 
and ideas toward the world in which 
harmony and peace can be sustainable 
with diversity.”
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While stumbling through applications on my new 
school-issued laptop the summer before freshman 
year, I discovered Photoshop. I knew very little about 
design or the program’s potential, but I opened it 
out of curiosity and began to experiment. I was 
determined to develop my new skill and started using 
Photoshop to edit my photography. My artistic ability 
began to improve along with my confidence; after 
having a very challenging freshman year due to my 
dyslexia, I was grateful for an outlet where I could feel 
successful without relying on others. At RISD, I plan 
to participate in student organizations that have the 
same values of diversity that I do, such as Black Artists 
and Designers which will help me develop a stronger 
understanding of how to create influential political art. 
Understanding and participating in diversity awareness 
will always be important to me because diversity is an 
essential part of my identity.

Cameron
Galley
Graphic Design, freshman, Rhode Island School of Design

I painted the backgrounds of these posters with acrylic paint using 
a marbling technique. Then I scanned and combined them with 
photos I took, by using photoshop. Each painting was made to 
represent the photo. The two outside paintings were made on saran 
wrap and the middle was made on canvas. All posters in this series 
are red because florescent red is the overwhelming quality of light in 
all these photos.

I made this album cover for a hip-hop group called Just Another 
Crew whose laid back yet upbeat style influenced the color and 
minimal free-form design. I painted the feature typography with 
acrylic paint and scanned it.

This zine focuses on the quality of light in photographed neon signs. 
I altered the color of the photographs to express an exaggerated 
version of their quality of light, either red or blue. The first half of the 
book is red, the color transitions to blue at the middle binding.
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My influences have come from my life experiences. I 
am a Pakistani Muslim American girl, living in America 
for the last seven years. Till this date, I still take care 
of my family. It has helped me a lot in my creative 
process, and critical thinking. I always try to keep the 
value of the project to the minimum so I can save 
enough money for my tuition and commute. During 
my long commute I also get to meet and interact with 
a lot of people which starts different conversations, 
As an artist, it helps me find problems that need to be 
addressed and get different opinions from different 
people. 

Yugsha 
Zia
Graphic Design, senior, Maryland Institute College of Art

“I have seen a lot of different 
misconceptions about Muslims and 
Islam. I want to be a role model for 
young Muslim girls who want to 
pursue art as a career.”

These spreads are part of a zine called Muslim Myths. This zine 
helps educate people about myths about muslims and the correct 
meaning behind it.

Plastic is intended for the designer, Stylist, artist, Fashion Enthusiasts 
and Graphic Designers who take interest in Fashion and Technology. 
This is a promotional poster for the conference.
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“Born and raised in Saigon, Vietnam 
as a closeted trans body, I delve into 
topics of alienation, xenophobia, 
politics in relation to cultural 
development, hybridity and identity 
crises.”

I’m an illustrator and graphic designer currently seeking 
a BFA in Graphic Design at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Born and raised in Saigon, Vietnam as a 
closeted trans body, I delve into topics of alienation, 
xenophobia, politics in relation to cultural development, 
hybridity and identity crises. My design work is dedicated 
to fellow immigrants, queer persons, or Vietnamese, 
and is meant for everyone who falls out of the categories 
mentioned; with the wish to educate, relate, and 
ultimately engage in a conversation. Specifically, the 
notion of being “too Western for the East, too Eastern 
for the West” is explored constantly as I analyze, 
juxtapose, and modify English, chu Nom and Quoc 
ngu (Vietnam’s two most prominent writing systems; 
chu Nom is developed under 1,000 years of Chinese 
domination, while Quoc ngu French colonization).”

Mai-
Phuong
Bui
Graphic Design, junior, Virginia Commonwealth University

A book about a speculative world of giants and little men, power, 
myth, conflict and vorarephilia humor.

Poster exploring the nuances of Vietnam’s two writing systems, 
ones born from different periods of imperialism and colonization.
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My design teacher encouraged me to express my 
creativity through design, whether in making letters, 
heads, candy wrappers and anything I laid my hands 
on. I felt accomplished, because my design could be 
put to good use. I continued to pursue this passion 
and entered into a two-year school at the Community 
College of Baltimore County. It took a while to 
graduate because I didn’t have the funds to go as a full 
time student until 2014. On my designers bucket list, 
I plan to continue assisting small black businesses in 
brand development, at a larger scale—helping them 
in a way that gives them hope, while better visualizing 
their own purpose in their industry. Born and raised 
in Baltimore, I see so many businesses struggling in 
their own neighborhoods when they could do better if 
they had the right knowledge and resources to achieve 
what they are capable of achieving.

Mikea 
Hugley
Graphic Design, junior, Maryland Institute College of Art

Flyer focused on equality for HBCU’s. I wanted to portray a sense of 
richness and unity by color choice and composition.

“Prison to Paradise” This is my first penciled book cover art. 

“On my designers bucket list, I plan 
to continue assisting small black 
businesses in brand development, at 
a larger scale—helping them in a way 
that gives them hope, while better 
visualizing their own purpose in their 
industry.”
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I have lived in the state of Texas, a very conservative 
state where art is not a central focus, for a consecutive 
18 years. As a very open minded and modern 
thinking individual, I have been very disappointed in 
the lack of diversity, tolerance, and acceptance of 
different cultures, lifestyles, religions, and ideals. I 
will be attending Pratt this August where I will attain 
a degree in photography which I will use to obtain 
a job in the fashion photography industry as well as 
continue to execute personal artistic projects. There 
is a repulsive lack of diversity in the fashion world; 
spread across magazine covers we only commonly 
see the average white American female and perhaps 
occasionally a very Americanized white washed or 
overly exaggerated caricature of a minority. My fashion 
photography will feature a grand array of ethnicities, 
cultures, sexualities, and gender identities all painted 
for what they truly are rather than a common 
American ideal or unjust stereotype.

Amanda
Avalos
Photography, freshman, Pratt

“My fashion photography will feature 
a grand array of ethnicities, cultures, 
sexualities, and gender identities all 
painted for what they truly are rather 
than a common American ideal or 
unjust stereotype.”



PAGE 15

I see the world as complex, increasingly confusing 
opportunity for me to use my skills as a means of 
sifting through the chaos to reveal and promote 
different perspectives. While exploring current social 
and political issues through my photographic projects, 
I try to avoid presenting an exact truth or definition. 
I work in black and white, removing the familiarity of 
color and enlisting the subtle shades between grey 
tones, to create images that encourage interpretation 
and dialogue. After high school graduation from 
McCallum High School in Austin, Texas in 2003, I 
travelled extensively throughout Latin America and 
settled in Mexico City, where I studied Spanish at 
the UNAM. Most recently, in 2015, I completed a 
photographic review of people and their habitats 
from my travels in Europe and Latin America that was 
presented and funded by a grant from City of Austin 
Cultural Initiatives Grant. After completing a BFA, I 
wish to continue my studies at the graduate level with 
a long-term goal of entering the teaching profession.

John
Pike
Photography, junior, California College of Art

Kids play soccer next to a church overlooking the working class 
neighborhood of Mesa Otay and down all the way across the border.
Tijuana, Mexico 2016

 An old man enjoys a cold beer and shelter from the hot sun in an 
old wooden cantina in Guatemala. Coatepeque, Guatemala 2016

A man prepares seafood at the bustling historic Tsukiji fish market 
in Tokyo that is set to move sometime soon to make way for a new 
development. Tokyo, Japan 2016


